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SUBJECT: AFGHAN-SOVIET TRADE: CONCESSIONAL WHEAT SALES 

REF: KABUL A-70 

1 . REFAIR, BEING AIR POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT AND EMBASSY 
MOSCOW, REPORTS CONCLUSION OF AFGHAN-SOVIET CONSUMER 
GOODS TRADE AGREEMENT SIGNED JULY 28 IN KABUL. LOCAL 
ENGLISH DAILY, KABUL TIMES, ALSO REPORTED JULY 31 THAT 
PAPERS WERE SIGNED ON JULY 30 FOR DELIVERY OF 30,000 TONS 
OF SOVIET WHEAT UNDER THIS NEW ACCORD. 

2. COMMENT: AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, THE AFGHANS HAVE 
REQUESTED 100,000 TONS OF PL-480 TITLE I WHEAT FROM US 
BECAUSE OF SHORTFALL IN THIS YEAR'S WHEAT HARVEST. 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE SOVIET WHEAT DELIVERY IS THE FIRST 
CONCRETE EVIDENCE THAT OTHERS ARE ALSO BEING TAPPED FOR 
CONCESSIONAL WHEAT SALES, ALTHOUGH THE AFGHANS HAD 
INDICATED TO US THEIR INTENTION TO DO SO. 
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